
THE BERMUDA RHODES SCHOLARSHIP 2012
Memorandum to Candidates
	Application Submission Deadline
	Friday, 21st October, 2011

	Tentative Bermuda Interview Date
	Friday, 25th November, 2011

	Apply On-Line
	https://apply.embark.com/scholarship/RhodesTrust

	Send an Electronic (jpg format) Photograph
	johncollis@rhodes.bm


1.
One Rhodes Scholarship, tenable at the University of Oxford, is assigned to Bermuda each year. The tenure of each Rhodes Scholarship is two years in the first instance, subject always, and at all times, to satisfactory academic performance and personal conduct. In some cases, and at the discretion of the Trustees, the Scholarship may be extended for a third year as discussed in this memorandum. 
2.
The Rhodes Trust pays directly to the Scholar's college all fees and, in addition, the Scholar receives a cash stipend of approximately £11,500 per year. The Rhodes Trust pays the cost of travel to Oxford at the commencement of the Scholarship and return home at its completion. Tenure of other awards in conjunction with a Rhodes Scholarship is not permitted without prior consultation with the Warden at Rhodes House.

3.1
 Appointments will be made by the Selection Committee for Bermuda, subject in all cases to review and confirmation by the Rhodes Trustees, after acceptance of the candidate by an Oxford College.

3.2
In considering applications, the Bermuda Selection Committees will have regard to those qualities which Mr. Rhodes expressly listed in order to define the type of Scholar he desired.

3.3
Proven intellectual and academic quality of a high standard is the first quality required of candidates, but they will also be required to show integrity of character, interest in and respect for their fellow beings, the ability to lead and the energy to use their talents to the full.

3.4
Mr. Rhodes believed that the last of these qualities was best tested through participation and success in sports. Sporting prowess, however, is not an essential if candidates demonstrate in other ways the physical vigour which will enable a Rhodes Scholar to make the effective contribution to the world around him which Mr. Rhodes clearly expected in expressing the hope that a Rhodes Scholar would come to "esteem the performance of public duties as his highest aim".

3.5
Financial need gives no special claim to a Rhodes Scholarship.

3.6
The terms of the Trust, as set out in Rhodes’ will, prescribe that that no student shall be qualified or disqualified for election to a Scholarship "on account of race or religious opinions".

3.7
In the absence of sufficiently qualified candidates the Selection Committee will make no appointment. 

4.1
The following are the conditions under which a candidate is eligible to compete. The candidate must:

(a) be a Bermudian or a British Subject. The candidate, or either one of his/her parents (or guardians), must have been resident in Bermuda for at least five consecutive years immediately preceding 1st January of the year for which the Scholarship is to be awarded. Periods of absence for the purposes of education are disregarded. In the case of a British Subject who is not a Bermudian, he/she, or either one of his/her parents (or guardians), must also have been resident in Bermuda for a total of at least ten years. In the event that both of a candidate's parents (or guardians) are dead, the residency requirement must have been satisfied immediately prior to their death;
(b) have been educated in Bermuda for at least five years;
(c) have passed the nineteenth birthday, but not have passed the twenty-fifth birthday, on October 1st of the year for which the Scholarship is awarded;
(d) at the time of election, have achieved academic standing sufficiently advanced to assure completion of a Bachelor's degree in a recognised university before October 1st of the year for which the Scholarship is awarded.
4.2
Any doubt about qualifications should be referred to Rhodes House, whence a ruling will be secured from the relevant University authorities. 

4.3
A candidate who satisfies the citizenship qualification in other Rhodes constituencies may not apply for a Scholarship in more than one such constituency. 

5.1
The Selection Committee is responsible, subject to ratification by the Rhodes Trustees, for deciding whether candidates comply with the foregoing conditions. In any case of doubt the Trustees reserve complete discretion to determine the eligibility or otherwise of the candidate.  The Rhodes Trust and Oxford University require that selection for a Scholarship and for admission to the University will be without regard to marital status, race, ethnic origin, colour, religion, sexual orientation, social background, or disability. 

5.2
The Scholarship is a financial scholarship which does not guarantee admission either to the University of Oxford or to one of its constituent colleges.  Further, the Scholarship will not be confirmed until such admission has been secured.

6.1
The appointment must be made by December 31st of the year preceding that for which the Scholarship is awarded. Candidates must send their applications, with all the required material, to the Secretary of the Selection Committee for Bermuda not later than Application Submission Deadline (as stated at the head of the Memorandum) or such later date as the Secretary may agree. Application for the Bermuda Rhodes Scholarship must be made on-line (details of the link will be available from the Secretary and on-line at the Bermuda Rhodes Scholarship website at www.rhodes.bm). 

6.2
The Selection Committee will summon to a personal interview such of the candidates as they find it desirable to see. The interviews have been tentatively scheduled for the Tentative Bermuda Interview Date (as stated at the head of the Memorandum) in Bermuda. If the candidate anticipates being unable to attend in Bermuda on that date, he/she should advise the Secretary as soon as possible of an earlier date on which he/she will be available.  There is no guarantee that an earlier interview can be arranged.  Save in exceptional circumstances, no candidate will be elected without an interview. 

7. 1
The material to be submitted by the candidate is as follows: 

(a) a birth certificate;
(b) evidence of the subjects studied and any examinations passed;
(c) a signed statement as to the candidate's general interests and activities, the course of study proposed to be followed at Oxford, and the character of any future career presently planned. (If the candidate has left school before applying for a Rhodes Scholarship, occupation since leaving should be stated);

(d) a medical certificate in the prescribed form attached to this memorandum; 

(e) a photograph in electronic format, ideally in jpg format (in addition to including a photograph with the on-line applications, a copy of the photograph must be sent to the Secretary at the email address given on the Bermuda Rhodes Scholarship’s website at www.rhodes.bm);

(f)     references from not less than six persons of close acquaintance.  At least four such references should be academic references from persons under whom the candidate has studied and at least three of those academic references should be from universities-level persons.  Referees should be sent a copy of the Referee's Request Letter in the form attached to this memorandum.
7.2
Candidates are asked particularly to ensure that the addresses given for referees are those at which they may be reached promptly. Delay in receiving references may prejudice the application. 

8.1
Immediately after receiving notice of appointment, the Scholar-elect must write to the Warden, Rhodes House, Oxford, indicating proposed course of study. The Scholar-elect should also advise the Warden of an address to which all correspondence is to be sent. Any changes of address should be reported to the Warden on a timely basis.

8.2
In general, Scholars may enroll in: 

(a) a one-year taught Master’s degree, followed by another in their second year subject to a satisfactory outcome to the first year; Scholars who take two one-year Masters degrees are not eligible for a third year of funding; the MFE and the MBA are only tenable in the second year of tenure of the Scholarship;
(b) a two-year MPhil (or BPhil); subject to Department/Faculty agreement on the basis of performance in the MPhil/BPhil, a third year of funding may be given to convert the MPhil/BPhil into a DPhil.  Most departments within the Humanities and Social Sciences insist on the Master’s route to DPhil.  In view of this insistence the Trust will underwrite the fourth year of fees for Scholars within these two Divisions.  The word “underwrite” is used quite deliberately. This presents quite an additional financial burden on the Trust, although the Trustees believe that it is necessary in order to give all Scholars the freedom to do the degrees they want to do.  Therefore, if a Scholar is able to arrange for another sponsor for that fee, the Trust would hope that such a sponsor will assume the cost of the fee, leaving the Trust to underwrite those who cannot.   Scholars are expected to make all reasonable efforts to secure such alternative funding;

(c) a two-year MSc by research; Scholars who take a two-year MSc by research are not eligible for a third year of funding;
(d) a DPhil either by the route of the preliminary MSt (Legal Research only) or as a Probationary Research Student (PRS); the third year of funding at the discretion of the Trustees will be dependent upon satisfactory reports from supervisors;
(e) a BA with Senior Status (two years); Scholars who do a BA with Senior Status are not eligible for a third year of funding. 

8.3
Many one-year MSc’s are in fact routes into doctoral work, and moreover Scholars sometimes discover the desire to do a DPhil in that field when working on the MSc. Scholars within the Humanities and Social Sciences Divisions and normally within the Medical Sciences Division (see below) may take such a route and receive a third year of funding (under the usual conditions) if they agree this with the Warden before the end of their first year. In the case of both MPhil/BPhil and MSc conversions to DPhil, it is necessary for the doctoral thesis to be clearly an outgrowth of work done in the Master’s course, since beginning a wholly new topic inescapably leads to unfunded overruns.  Scholars may take the Master’s route to DPhil within most departments of the Medical Sciences Division.  However, early advice should be sought from the Registrar of the Rhodes Trust in Oxford.
8.4
The Master’s route to DPhil is not open to candidates in the Mathematical, Physical & Life Sciences Division.  Candidates within these disciplines should apply direct to DPhil.

8.5
The Trustees impose no requirement that a Scholar should study in Oxford for more than one year.

8.6
Full details of courses are given in the University of Oxford Undergraduate Prospectus and Graduate Studies Prospectus published annually and are available on the University’s website. 

8.7
The Rhodes Trust reserves the right to vary these conditions of tenure at any time without notice.

9.
The first instalment of the stipend will be paid at the beginning of the Scholar's first term at Oxford. Travel expenses incurred in travel to Oxford will be reimbursed by Rhodes House shortly after arrival. Evidence of such expenses should be delivered to Rhodes House with the request for reimbursement. No request for earlier payment can be considered. 

10.
The Scholar will begin residence at Oxford in October of the year for which the Scholarship is awarded. Postponements cannot be permitted save in exceptional circumstances, and with the express permission of the Rhodes Trustees. 

11.
Information about Oxford Colleges and Courses can be obtained from the Secretary, Bermuda Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee and is available on-line at the University’s website. The "Oxford University Examinations Statutes" may also be consulted, as giving full information about examinations and degrees. 

12.
Copies of this Memorandum can be obtained from the Secretary of the Bermuda Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee and from the Bermuda Rhodes Scholarship website.

John C.R. Collis

Secretary of the Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee for Bermuda

Clarendon House, Church Street

Hamilton HM 11, Bermuda

Tel: +1 441 299 4910 Fax: +1 441 292 9337  Email:  johncollis@jexec.bm

Website: www.rhodes.bm
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THE BERMUDA RHODES SCHOLARSHIP 2011

(Referee’s Request Letter)

	Instructions to Applicant:

Please provide a copy

of this letter to each of                                                               ________________________________________

your six referees                                                                          Name of Applicant (typed or printed)


Your name has been given as a reference by the abovementioned applicant for a Rhodes Scholarship who comes before our Committee of Selection this year.  The Committee should be grateful if you would send me a frank and confidential statement regarding applicant’s qualifications.  Your prompt compliance with this request will be of great assistance to the applicant and will be much appreciated by the Committee of Selection.

Proven intellectual and academic quality of a high standard is the first quality required of applicants, but they will also be required to show (i) integrity of character, (ii) interest in and respect for their fellow beings, (iii) the ability to lead and (iv) the energy to use their talents to the full.

Mr. Rhodes believed that the last of these qualities was best tested through participation and success in sports.  Sporting prowess, however, is not an essential if applicants demonstrate in other ways the physical vigour which will enable Rhodes Scholars to make the effective contribution to the world around them which Mr. Rhodes clearly expected in expressing the hope that a Rhodes Scholar would come to "esteem the performance of public duties as [his/her] highest aim".

It is not expected that you will be able to speak from first hand knowledge of the candidate's qualifications under all those heads.  If you are primarily acquainted with the candidate through a teacher/pupil relationship, you are requested to concentrate particularly on academic quality and potential (bearing in mind that your reference will be used for admission procedures at Oxford University) although your assessment of the other qualities will be very welcome to the Committee.  If, on the other hand, you are better acquainted with the candidate through non‑academic interests, you are requested to concentrate on assessment of character in the knowledge that the Committee is looking for persons who show promise of outstanding achievement in later life.

Please do not hesitate to speak of the candidate's limitations as well as qualities.  A critical appraisement will add to, rather than detract from, the force of your letter, since Committees naturally tend to be dubious of recommendations which imply that a candidate has no limitations whatever.

Since the Committee needs time to consider the credentials of a number of applicants, I should be grateful if you would reply at your earliest convenience.  Your letter will be treated as strictly confidential and will be read only by those whose duty it is to pass judgement upon the qualifications of the applicant.

John C.R. Collis

Secretary of the Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee for Bermuda

Clarendon House, Church Street

Hamilton  HM 11, Bermuda

Tel: +1 441 299 4910  Fax: +1 441 292 9337  Email: johncollis@jexec.bm
Website: www.rhodes.bm
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THE BERMUDA RHODES SCHOLARSHIP 2011
Medical Certificate
(To be supplied by every applicant)

I have examined 

	
	Name of Applicant


who is an applicant for a Rhodes Scholarship.  From my knowledge of the applicant's history, and as a result of my examination, it is my opinion that the applicant is in good health mentally, emotionally, and physically and has not suffered during the past ten years from any disorder likely to recur and to impair activities as a scholar at Oxford University.

	Signed:
	Date:

	Name:
	Address: 

	Professional Qualifications: 


If you should think it necessary to explain or qualify any of the statements in this certificate please add your comments below.

R E M A R K S
John C.R. Collis

Secretary of the Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee for Bermuda

Clarendon House, Church Street

Hamilton HM 11, Bermuda.

Tel: +1 441 299 4910  Fax: +1 441 292 9337  Email: johncollis@jexec.bm

Website:  www.rhodes.bm
